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1883. from the canals Into which they had been thrown,
it was the rising of the Nile in September which
finally relieved Egypt of a pestilence that might
have been foreseen.

But a danger worse even than cholera was
impending over the country. The dominions of
the Khedive contained, besides Egypt proper,
a vast and ill -defined territory extending from
Assouan to the Equator, and known as the Soudan,
Of these Equatorial Provinces Colonel Gordon,
" Chinese " Gordon, had been appointed by Ismail
Pasha to be Governor, and he ruled them justly,
putting down the slave trade which was their curse.
When the Western Powers deposed Ismail in
1879, Gordon was recalled on principles of false
economy, and the Soudan was left to Circassians,
BasM-Bazouks, and chaos. From this welter of

confusion there arose a deliverer, Mohammed
Ahmed, a Mahdi, or Mussulman Messiah. Blood-
thirsty fanatic as he was, this man offered the
Soudanese a sort of government, and any govern-
ment was better than anarchy. Before the end
of January 1888 he had taken El Obeid, and made
himself master of Kordofan. The Soudan was
sprinkled with Egyptian garrisons, and none of
them, not even Khartoum, was safe. At El Obeid,
however, there had been no massacre. The
Egyptian troops, under Iscander Bey, simply took
service under the Mahdi, as they were ready
enough to do when the fortunes of war turned
n against them. In the summer of 1883 there was
collected at Omdurman, on the bank of the Nile
opposite Khartoum, an Egyptian force of seven
thousand men and thirty guns under Hicks Pasha,
as he was called, a retired officer of the Indian
army who had taken service with the Khedive.
The Khedive's Government came to the unwise
conclusion that General Hicks, "an able and